
 
 

FIRST CALL FOR PAPERS: 
10TH ANNUAL SAVANNA SCIENCE NETWORKING MEETING 

4-9 March 2012 
 
 

Managing savanna ecosystems for multiple outcomes  
  
The Annual Savanna Science Networking Meeting will be hosted by SANParks’ 
Scientific Services from 4–9 March 2012 in Skukuza. We would like to encourage 
delegates to submit abstracts for full platform presentations and shorter speed talks (with 
posters) that address the following key themes:   
 

1. Ecosystem change: degradation or restoration, resistant or resilient?  
2. Ecosystem function and biodiversity: is it maintained by large herds of animals?  
3. How do biotic and abiotic drivers influence savanna ecosystem variability?  
4. Does heterogeneity matter, and if so, how where and at what scales?  
5. How do management actions influence biodiversity outcomes?  
6. Achieving freshwater conservation across large-scale and multi-use landscapes: 

research insights, policy mechanisms and novel approaches.  
7. What is the relationship between ecosystem services and human benefits 

including those to tourists and other constituencies?   
 
The meeting will convene in the Mdluli Conference centre in Skukuza. The registration 
process will follow the approach employed for the 2010 meeting, namely  registration for 
those delegates with accepted abstracts first, followed by an open registration process 
for other attendees and interested parties until capacity is reached.  
   

• Second call for abstracts: early October 2011 

• The deadline for abstract submission for talks and posters is Friday 4 November 
2011. Please take note of the format requirements outlined below. 

• We will notify delegates by 25 November 2011 whether their abstracts have 
been accepted. 

•  If your abstract is accepted you will have until 16 December 2011 to register 
and pay for the accommodation and meeting.  

• After 16 December 2011 we will open the registration to all other delegates and 
registration will then be on a first come first serve basis. 

• Once the number of delegates has reached our capacity limit we will not be able 
to accept additional registrations.        

     
The registration fee for 2012 is R 2200.00, payable in advance. This includes all 
registration fees, lunches, dinners and teas. Jackey Deacon will again be organizing all 
logistics related to registration and accommodation.   
 



A final programme will be circulated in mid January 2012 and printed copies will be 
distributed to registered delegates at registration. Congress registration will take place 
on Sunday afternoon 4 March 2012 and the meeting will commence on Monday 
morning, 5 March.  
 

 
 
 
Requirements for abstract submission: 
 
Font type and size: arial 10 
 
Heading: bold 
 
Surname, name or initials (underline presenters name) 
 
Author / organisation details  
E-mail addresses of authors 
 
Length: maximum 250 words with justified alignment 
 
Posters will be accepted in the standard A0 size (84.1 cm wide x 118.9 cm tall) in portrait 
orientation. All project proposals should be submitted as posters.  
 
Participants’ abstracts are requested to clearly show the link to key research and 
management issues and themes within the savanna protected area management 
environment. We reserve the right to assign oral and poster presentation slots to 
participants based on the perceived applicability of findings outlined in the abstracts to 
SANParks’ needs. 
 
Abstracts should be sent to Jackey Deacon at dot@mpu.co.za. If your abstract does not 
conform to the requirements above we will return it for revision. An example abstract will 
be circulated with the second call for papers in October.    
 
 

The final date for abstract submission is 4 November 2011.  
Late submissions will not be accepted. 
 
We look forward to your participation in 2012! 


